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OCREA Website: ocrea-fl.org FREA Website: frea.org 

 

OCREA 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

First Thursday of each month Sept.—May (except January) 

 

Attention: Due to COVID-19 our February and March general meetings will be held via 

ZOOM. You will receive instructions on your email that we have on file on how to join us. 

 

Our Theme for the Year is OCREA:  

Mosaic of Cultures–One Goal 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

Valentines Around the World 

Thursday, February 4, 2021  10:30 AM via ZOOM 

Speaker: Lynne Marshall 

 
In keeping with our theme “A Mosaic of Cultures,” the February 

speaker, Lynne Marshall, will speak on “Valentine’s Day Around the 

World.”  Lynn is the present Owner Principal of "Team Dynamics 

Consulting."  Having worked for Ikea around the world for over 30 

years as Senior Competence Development Specialist, she has had 

many years’ experience in leadership and management skills training 

and coaching.  Lynne is from England and speaks four languages. 

She lives in Belle Isle and is the secretary of the Pine Castle 

Woman’s Club Board. 

 

Culture of African Women 

Thursday, March 4, 2021 10:30 AM via Zoom 

 

Speaker: Fairolyn Livingston, Chief Historian at 

Hannibal Square Heritage Center 

The Retired Educator 

https://englishmilagrosa.blogspot.com/2015/09/learning-st-patricks-day-parade.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Message from the President of OCREA 
 

We are into the New Year and there is light at the end of the dark tunnel, called Covid-19.  With the 

arrival of the vaccines, we can start planning with more certainty that our lives will be returning to some level 

of normal in the coming months.  We must remember that ‘the new normal’ will not be instantaneous but will 

take time. We are a resilient group of people as demonstrated by the fact that we all retired from an educational 

job. I would love to tell you the exact month we will start meeting face to face, but I cannot.  We will take each 

month as it comes and follow the wishes of the church we meet in to guide us on the remainder of this journey. 

 

We must remember those that are not with us in the coming years.  Remember to reach out to members 

you know who may be isolated during these turbulent times.  If you know of anyone who needs a sunshine card 

or a sympathy card for family or friends, please contact Marie Hernandez, OCREA Sunshine Chair. 

 

Although it has been trying, OCREA has been holding virtual meetings every month in our regular time, 

the first Thursday of the month at 10:30 A.M.  Florida Retired Educators Association has also been carrying on 

with the business of the organization, virtually. They are planning for a convention in late May at the Double 

Tree Sea World.  This would be a great opportunity to meet and greet fellow retirees who have been isolated 

and are emerging into the world of face-to-face groups. 

 

We are still working towards our goal of scholarships.  OCREA plans to award the Earnest and Ruth 

Hawk Scholarship this spring to an Orange County Graduating Senior planning to go into education as a 

profession.  We also are fortunate to have the Retired Educators Foundation of Orange County associated with 

us.  They also provide scholarships to technical school students and teachers wanting to continue their 

education.  Although this has been  difficult, both groups are still working towards our organization’s goal of 

providing scholarships for those worthy. 

 

The program committee has done a wonderful job to give us wonderful programs each month.  The goal, 

OCREA:  Mosaic of Cultures-One Goal, has served us well to remember that we are not alone, we all come 

from diverse backgrounds and our strength as an organization comes from that diversity.  But because of the 

continued unknown about the spring months, we have had to alter some of our usual programs.  In February we 

usually have a potluck meal with students performing and a celebration for the 90+ members. We cannot have 

any food at this time and the singers will hopefully be delayed to another month.  We will be celebrating our 

90+ members in two new ways. We will list them is our newsletter so all of you can see who they are; and the 

second way we plan to honor them is, instead of a token, we will be donating to the Florida Retired Educators 

Foundation in their names. 

 

But even with these obstacles the program committee has come through once again with an alternate 

program for February. Lynne Marsfull will be enlightening us about the many different ways cultures celebrate 

“Valentine’s Day”.  In March Fairolyn Livingston, Chief Historian at Hannibal Square Heritage Center, will be 

speaking to us about the culture of African Women. Both programs will give enlightened information about our 

theme. 

 

It is hoped that we will be together face-to-face in the late spring.  Perhaps for a celebration that we have 

come out of an exceptionally long, dark tunnel.  Until that time, join us each month on zoom. Stay safe and take 

care of yourself and other love ones. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Gayle Hodges 
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FREF Scholarship Committee: Richard Gomer, Chairman 
 

FREF holds an Extravaganza Fundraiser each year. Funds are used for Scholarships. Usually, the tickets are 

available at our Unit meetings. However, because we are not having face-to-face meetings, you can still 

purchase your tickets. Here’s how it will work:  

Fill out your form and send it with your check to your FREF Unit Chair, Richard Gomer, along with a check for 

$10 for each ticket to:  

Richard Gomer 

876 Oak Dr. 

Oviedo, FL 32765 

 

Upon receipt of your check, Richard will fill out an actual Extravaganza Ticket with your name, address, etc. 

(One ticket for each $10 donation). Your donation is tax-deductible.  

The Unit Chair will mail the money collected from our Unit to the FREA Office along with each Extravaganza 

ticket. 

The drawing for prizes will be held at the FREA Annual Convention in May. 

Prizes are as follows: 

1st Prize: $500 

2nd Prize: $300 

3rd Prize: $200 

If you enter through our FREA Unit  you are eligible in the drawing for each District, for an additional $100.  

You need not be present at the Convention to win. 
 

FREF Extravaganza 2020-2021 District 8      Unit: Orange 

Name Email 

Address City                       State           Zip 

 

Phone # Amount enclosed:                  Check # 

 

REFOC Scholarship Committee:  Janice Quint, Chair 
 

The Scholarship Committee just concluded accepting applications for two scholarships.  The first one is the 

Educator’s Scholarship.  This scholarship is awarded to a teacher working towards a master’s degree.  The 

second scholarship is the FREF Scholarship.  This scholarship is for a high school senior who will be obtaining 

a degree in education. Both scholarships will be awarded in the Spring.   

 

Nominations for 2021-2023 
 

OCREA Directors 

Anne Gardepe ( 2nd term) 

Kay Wing (1st term) Kay was filling Christie Woods unexpired term 

 

 

REFOC Directors 

Brenda Alston (2nd term) 

Nancy Pelser-Borowicz (2nd term) 

Betty Sasser (1st term) 

Janice Quint (1st term) Janice was filling Christie Woods unexpired term 

Cindy Hubbard  (1st term) 
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Cultural Affairs 2020-2021: Anne Gardepe, Chair 
 

I have reserved 15 seats for the play “A Raisin in the Sun” at Garden Theatre, Winter Garden on Saturday, March 6, 

2021, at 2 PM. We have seen plays there together a couple of times and enjoyed them. Senior group ticket is $22.50. For 

now, just save the date. I will have more information for you later. John and I have been to two live productions at Garden 

Theatre in the past several months and they are making extreme efforts to follow health protocols. I am planning lunch at 

Winter Garden Pizza Company, approximately noon. 

Questions: email me at annegard64@gmail.com. 

Fifteen of us toured the Pompeii Exhibit at the Orlando Science Center on December 9 and found it fascinating. It will be 

there until January 24. 

Please don’t forget the Orange County Regional History Center exhibit---Yesterday, This Was Home, The Ocoee 

Massacre of 1920---will end on February 14, 2021. It is very impactful.  

Let’s gather for a picnic at Mead Gardens on Thursday, April 15, 11:30 AM. Plan to bring your own food and beverage. 

You may want to come early or stay after to enjoy the gardens.  

 

 

Questions: email me at annegard64@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank You For Being A Member of  
Orange county Retired Educators Association 

 
WILLIAM BURLESON   AEROLENE COX   SUZANNE DAVIS 

MILDRED DUNLAP   JOHN HARBILAS   JANE MCNULTY 

JOAN MULLIGAn   JEANETTE NAGEL-GREEN   BETTY STONE 

WILHELMINA UNKEFER   DOLLYANNA WEBSTER 

   VIRGINIA WILSON 

 

A donation in honor of each of these 90+ members has been 

made to the Florida Retired Educators Foundation 

 

mailto:annegard64@gmail.com
mailto:annegard64@gmail.com
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Information Services: Debra Dykes Kornhaus, Chair 
 

Salutations for the Season OCREA Members! 

 

Winter has receded, and the Spring Season has begun to blossom.Reflect upon the words of Henri Matisse: 

“There are always flowers for those who want to see them.”Make sure you can see Spring’s flowers this year; 

schedule an eye exam. FREA has partnered with  

Association Member Benefits Advisors (AMBA ). AMBA offers FREA members special savings on vision 

coverage with the VSP Vision Plan. Questions? Call toll-free: (877) 290-3164 

or visit MyAMBAbenefits. info/FREAor  frea.vspforme.com  

 

Spring is in the air, and clocks have been changed to focus on the year’s progression. Take the time to 

spring into action, and achieve a few of the goals you made for 2021. 

 

Take eleven (11) steps to keep safe from Fraud. Find the latest fraud news and 

advice: aarp.org/fraudwatch network, or call (877-908-3360). FTC has a new Scam Reporting  

Website: ReportFraud.ftc.gov The FTC’s website offers advice on what to do, and the”next steps.” 

 

Have you filed your taxes? AARP Foundation Tax-Aide program provides the time and free help you need 

from early February 2021 to mid-April 2021. Visit: AARP.org/taxaide  

 

Finally, as you take a breath of Spring air, and stop to smell the roses. Consider Spring cleaning your affairs. 

Get rid of clutter and discard excuses. Caring.com has cited two reasons(excuses) older Adults avoid writing 

or rewriting their wills. You need more than a will, however be willing to draft your will with freeonline 

resources: JoinCake.com or FreeWill.com  

 

FREA’s partner, Florida Retirement Group, has licensed advisors that provide help with FREA Members’ 

Legacy & Estate Planning needs. Call 1-800-595-8891 or visit:  

www.flretirementgroup.com 

 

May you bloom wherever you are planted.   

OCREA Information Services  

Unionlady4ever@gmail.com  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In Memoriam 
 

Phyllis Tacey 
Past President 2000-2002 

 

http://frea.vspforme.com/
http://aarp.org/fraudwatch
http://reportfraud.ftc.gov/
http://www.flretirementgroup.com/
mailto:Unionlady4ever@gmail.com
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Volunteer Services: Joanne Canarelli 

 
One item, we can all agree upon is  good riddance to 2020.   

 

 We are celebrating the NEW YEAR with much gratitude for the 

community of scientists, medical experts, medical personnel and many 

others who continue to work for the entire country. 

 

As our Orange County Retired Educators Association has reported to 

date (November 2020), we have nearly 7,000 generous volunteer 

hours. We are filled with joy.  

 

Remember ASK- Any Simple Kindness counts. Your calls to neighbors, extra shopping for others, cookies 

for the Police/Fire Department, even bringing in garbage pails for the elderly count.  

 

Please contact me to report your generous volunteer service hours. 

  

Be well and Happy New Year! 

 

Joanne Canarelli  

jbc610@outlook.com 
 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership: Judith Hays 
Peace and Goodwill toward all. Thanks to all who have supported OCREA this year. Grateful that you are keeping in 

touch through Zoom meetings.  Spread the good word about being a member of OCREA to foster relationships during 

your retirement years. Become involved in activities and let OCREA know what we can do to encourage others to join. 

Thank you for being a member. 

Have questions? Contact Membership Chair: Judith Hays at haysj50@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

NAME : 

MONTH(s) : 

Community/Civic: 

Environmental: 

Library: 

Literacy: 

Personal Help: 

Hospital/ Nursing Home: 

OCREA/ FREA: 

Shopping: 

Schools: 

Other/ Project 

Name: 

Total for Month: 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

mailto:jbc610@outlook.com
mailto:haysj50@gmail.com
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News from Addition Financial Credit Union 
 
 
 

New Branch Location Updates 

More branch locations mean more opportunities to serve you closer to home. Here are a couple 

of updates on our new locations: 

The Loop Branch (officially under construction) 

3070 N Orange Blossom Trail, Kissimmee, FL 34741 

 

Auto Refi Promo 

Cashback offer for a limited time! When you refinance your auto loan with Addition Financial, 

we offer you $325 cash back. Benefit from low interest rates, generous terms and an incredible 

team that is always ready to help. Hurry, this offer won’t last long, visit 

AdditionFi.com/AutoRefi for all the details. 

 

Signature Loan 

Credit card debt can be overwhelming, but our signature loan is not. Take that credit card 

weight off your shoulders when you borrow up to $15,000. We offer a reduced rate of 6.99% 

APR which you can repay within five years. This is a limited time offer, so visit 

AdditionFi.com/Signature2021 today for more information and say good-bye to that pesky 

credit card debt! 

 

Closed in Observance of President’s Day 

On Monday, February 15, Addition Financial will be closed in observance of President’s Day. 

We will reopen at normal business hours on Tuesday, February 16. 
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In the event of inclement weather, OCREA will follow Orange County Public School 

System's decision relating to the closing of schools. If weather conditions have you 

questioning whether OCREA will meet, tune in to your local news to hear the 

decision of OCPS. 

2018-20 Officers 

 
 

President 

Dr. Gayle Hodges 

Vice-President 

Christie Woods 

Recording Secretary 

Debra Dykes Kornhaus 

Corresponding Secretary 

Marie Hernandez 

Treasurer 

Jennifer Cunningham 

Directors 

 
 

2019–2021 

Anne Gardepe 

Kay Wing 

2020–2022 

Judith Hays 

Ellen James 

Fran Burns 

ExOfficio 

Dr. Sharon Kochlany 

THE RETIRED 

EDUCATOR 

 

Published in 

September 

November 

February 

April 

 

Orange County Retired 

Educators Association 

PO Box 678236 
Orlando, FL 32867 

Editors 

Yearbook – Jennifer 

Cunningham & Judith Hays 

Newsletter - Kim Stutsman 

Sunshine Contact 

Marie Hernandez 


